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TO THE 


Moſt High and Mighty Princes, 


CHARLES he Il. 


By the Grace of God, King of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland , Defender of the 
- Faith, &c, 


May it pleaſ» Your Majeſty , 


v$M;F, when the preſent Service 
$& was with greac Favour laid 
Wh upon me by that mot Reve- 
Fz rend Perſon, to whom | not 
onely ow Canonical Obedience, 
butafreediſpoſal of my Con- 
Ss cernments, I did not without 
& fear addreſs my ſelf to the 
Undertaking 3 and if now 1 make my humble 


approach into Your Preſcace with Diffidence, 
= and 
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and Trembling , and without thoſe Tokens of 
Joy,which would be agreeable to the Honour I 
haye received in being by Your Majeſty encou- 
raged to make this Offering: Your Majeſty(being 
as an Angel of God ) will graciouſly be pleaſed to 
diſcern,that noAverſneſs from the ſervice of Your 
Aajeſty,and the Church, Nor apprehenſion of Dif- 


———— — 


ficulty in what | was toundertake, Nor fear of - 


tae Adverſaries of the Truth, have created thele 
Paſſions in me 3 but that they are wholly derived 
from other Cauſes. For,next to the greatend 
of all my hopes, I ſhall not ſo earneſtly ſnatch at 
any thing,as the opportunities of ſerving God in 
that ſtation he hath ordered for me in the Church 
of Chrift,in which ſervice I apprehend the aQts of 
Loyalty, and Duty to Your Sacred Majeſty, and of 
teaching men ſo,to be moſt eminently inyolved. 
As for the eaſine(s of this performance, I am 
perſwaded in rity Conſcience, that to him, who 
hath embraced Chriſtianity in the true and genuine 
Spirit of it, and to thoſe, who without vile Aﬀe- 
fions,and (arnal Intereſts, ſhall apply themſelves 
to know the Mind of God ( delivered in the 
Scriptures ) no one thing is more clear, and evi- 
dent,or preſſed more urgently by the Holy Spirit, 
then is the Do&rine, which | havedelivered. If 
there be ſuch things, as damnable Hereſees, the de- 


nial . 
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nial of Chriſt himſelf ( the Lord chat bought us, bleſ- 


ſed for ever) is not more truly an Hereſie, or a 


damnable Herefie, then that Dofrine.which doth 
encourage Subjects to deſpiſe Pominion, and ſpeak 
evil of Dignities. We arenot to maryail, it we 
have (cen, char, after this grand Hereſie had bro- 
ken its way thorough the Conſciences of men,the 

oles of others paſſed clear without control, ; ard 
that thole Do&rmes, and Prattiſes, which, in the 
pureſt Times, were abhorred as moſt heretical, 


and profane, were made the marks of the greateſt . 


Godiineſs, and inſtances of the higheſt attainments 
in Religion. Butonthe other jide, ir is conſi- 
derable, that in the latedays of darkneſs, and of 
gloomineſs, God did not leave this Truch without 
witneſs : but, amidſtall the Blaſphemies, where- 
with Your Glorious Father ( now wich God } 
was, in the day of His Calamity, blaſphemed, 
even Rabſhakeb ® was driven to acknowledge, . 
that che Do&rine of Reſiſtance was a Myſtery con- Ke 
cealed from the Prophets, the Apoſtles, and Primis val. 
tive Chriſtians,and relerved to be reyealed in our 
Times 3 upon whom the ends of the World are come. 
And that our teaching Souldiers (who taught the 
Nation with Briers, and Thorns, as Gideon did che 
men of Succoth) not able to reſiſt che Spirit 
ſpeaking in the Apoſtles, were wont to re- 
{ort 
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ſort to this fooliſh Refu A that the Do&rine of 


'* 2 Pet. Obedience was 4 X F ok ent Truth (an iPNU2ER nor 


to continue) abuſing the Saying of St. Peter, as 
they did other Scriptures,to their own DeſtruFion. 

As for the Adverſaries of the Truths which I have 
delivered (cither on the one hand, orthe other ) 
how great ſoeyer they may appear in their own 


Eyes, or in the Eyes of their Admirers, I hum- 


bly conceive ic may be no Transgreſsion of the 
Lines of Modeſty, if | ſhall freely profeſs, that 
they are not terrible in mine: no man hath more 
reaſon, then my ſclf, to be laid low on the con- 
fideration of days, and years, withdrawn from 
that Study, whereunto | had been conſecrated : 
yer ( after what hath been ſpoken ) methinks in 
this Cauſe 1 ſhould not fear. My fear hath been, 
that in a Cauſe of ſo great conſequence, ſo clear, 
ſo nobly bandled by the greateſt Worthies of the 
Church of England, | ſhould not findeany thing 
to be tolerably ſpoken, beforethe greateſt and 
molt revered Judgment under Heaven. And 
| now tremble to think that ſuch Failings, as in 
the current of Pronuntiation might diſappear, 
being now brought to view,the Preſ-ut,which | 
render,may inſtead of an Offering be an Offence. 
My fear hath been,and ſtill is, leftche Truth of 


that Goſpel, wherein I ſtand, ſhould any way 


{uffer 


. 
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ſuffer prejudice by the Weakneſſes, and Digad- - 
vantages, wherewith it hath been deliyered : 
bur we have a gracious God, and Your Majeſty 
is gracious. I am not ignorant how much the 
true Cauſe of God in the World ( which is truly 
ſtared to lie againſt the Carnal, and Spiritual 
wickedneſs of men) is entruſted in the hands of 
Princes. Iknow likewiſe,and am aſſured, that 
if men be taught, or brought to believe, that the - 
urmolt hazard of the greateſt Transgreſsions is 
onely the loſs of a few days, or years of life, 
(ſuch as they findeic ) it will be impoſcible for 
bumane Laws to give check to the unruly Luſts 
of men, or for Society to conſiſt. Knowing 
this, and knowing likewiſe the Scandals laid 
upon Religion, [ have propoled, in all humble 
ſincerity , to lay before Your Majeſty the true 
ſtate of theſe matters 3 to ſeparate the pretious 
from the vile ( the ſencereſpiric of Religion from 
the adulterate pretenles of it ) and (if it ſhould 
pleaſe the Authour of Religion, and Goyern- 
menr, ſo far to bleſs my poor endeavours)by un- 
affected, and unſtrained Arguments, todo right 
tothe Do&rine of our Church , and render our 
Religion lovely in Your Eyes , to repreſent to 
Your Majeſty how much You have been fa- 
youred of God, who hath ſo far wedded Your 

| Con- 
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Concernmeats , and interwoyen his [ncereſts 
with Yours 'andof how-great Concernmeat it 
is to Your Majeſty, toendeavour the ſettlement 
of the true Religion, and to exert that Power, 
wherewith Youareentruſted, to the eradication 
of Atheiſm, and Prophaneneſs and to the pulling 
down of the ſtrong Holds of Satan. That this 
Reſolution is deeply fixed in Your Boſom, God 
hath pur intothe Heart of Your Majeſty to de- 
clare : may the ſame God be pleaſed to perform 
this great and true Work of Reformation by Your 
Hand 3 may Wickednels be rooted our, and all 


things, that are generous, and praiſe-worthy, - 


flouriſh in Your time ; may Your Majeſty live 
many, happy, and glorious days upon Earth, 
and be afterwards crowned with Glory, and 
Immortality, 


So prayeth 
Your Majeltie's moſt humbly 
devoted C haplain, 
SETH WARD. 
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' And they, that reſiſt, ſhall receive to them- * 
ſelves Damnation. 


Mongſt all the Stratagemes of 
a the Devil, trending to the un- 
dermining of Relrgzon,and the 
ſubverſion of the Soz/s of 
men, though there cannot 
be any more unreaſonable, 

PAS LPS Sz yet there was neyer any more 
unhappily acceſsfull, then the creating, and fo- 
menting an Optmon in the world, that Religion 25 
an enemy to Government,and the bringing Sixcertty, 
and Zeal in Religzon into jealoufie, and diſgrace 
with the Civil Powers. 

It was by thts Jealouſie, blown into the heads 
of the High-Prieſts, and the Sanhedrim amongſt 
the Jews, and of Herod, and Pontzus Pilate, that 
Chriſt himſelf (the Capterm of eur Salvation, the 
Authour, and Finiſher of our Faith) was accuſed, 
condemned, and executed on a Tree. By _s 
B the 
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the Apoſtles were haled before the Governours of 
Provinces, forced from one City to flie unto ano- 
ther : for this they endured bonds, and impri- 
ſonment, and ſundry kindes of death. It was 
through 2h: Fancie, that the Chriſtzans, for three 
hundred years together, endured the rage of 
Heathen Emperours ; being deſtitute, afflicted,and 
tormented. Our Lord Chriſt was traduced as an 
enemy to Ceſar, a man refrattory to the Roman 
Laws, and a Non-conformiſt to the Religion, and ' 
Laws of his Country,. The Apeſtles were charged 
as diſfurbers of the publick peace , with turning the 
world upfide down. The Primnutive Chriſttans were 
accounted Enemies to the Common-wealth, ad- 
verſe, and malevolent to the Empire : and the 
Chriſtian Religion it ſelf was bruited, and ſurmiſed 
to have ſomething in ir offenſive, and danger- 
ous tothe Civil Government ; as appears not one- 
ly by the Edits of Heathen Emperours, but alſo b 

the Apologies of Clemens Alexandrines in his fourth, 
Book, Juſtin Martyr, Tertullian, Athenagoras, &c, 

Neither was it thus onely of 014, before the 
Roman Empire was become Chriſtian; but even 
fince the time of Conſtantine, down to our Fathers 
days, nay to our ewn, we ſhall finde the Devil 
ſtill managing the ſame pretenſe,carrying on the 
ſame Anti-Chriftian Myſterie of Iniquity, which 
began to work in the time of our Lord Chbriff, 
and his Apoſtles. 

Thoſe, that profeſs to know the Arcanum Im- 
perii, and publickly proclaim themſelves to the 
world - to. be- qualified for Molders.of Common. 

wealthy, 
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wealths,and Diftatours to Princes, are the Writers 
of Politicks ; Machiavel abroad,and others nearer 
home : ſome of theſe, pretending Diſcoveries 
of things unknown to all our Fathers, if they be 


'trictly analyſed, will be found to reſolve their 


whole Myſterie into this onepreteiſe ; that Ref:- 
gien,in the height, and exaltation of it,is prejudicial 
ro Policy ;, and that, to be a thorow-paced, a fincere 


. and zealous Chriſtian,is to be dangerous to the State. 


As the remedy for-which evil,they have thought 
fit,and.necefſary, to eneryate the Principles of all 
Religion ſo far as to remove the Doctrine of 
Good and Evil,the Immortality of the Soul,the Re- 
wards and Puniſhments of the world to come ; that ſo 
Religion may appear wholy to derive from Policy. 

How deſtructive theſe Dofrines are, not onc- 
ly to the Soxlr of men, in reference to the 
world to come ; butto the Intereſts of th:s life (the 
regular, and ſecure acquiſition, and enjoyment 
whereof,are entirely derived from the great, and 
everlaſting Ordinance of Government) I am not 
now called to ſpeak. But ſurely it cannot be un- 
neceſſary to endeavour to ſtate this Queſtzon, to 
ſearch into the ground: of this pretenſe, to exa- 
mine thorowly from whence all this clamour, 
theſe fears, and jealouſes ; whence all this mighty 
ſcandal hath ariſen. 

The Goſpel of our Saviour is not like the A4lco. 
ran, which hates the light, and abhorrs a ſtrict 
examination of the Principles, whereon it tands. 
When the Jews contended with our Saviour, and 
oppoſed his Doctrine, he defired to bring the 

B 2 matter 
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matter in queſtion to a ratzonal decifion, Fohn x. 
The Queſtzon theres was, Whether he were the 
Sm of God. And he propounds them this fair 
xgrmigrer, Verſe 37. If 1 dothe works of my Father, 
believe me : if I donot, believe me not. 

And I verily, as a Miniſter of Chriff (though 
the meaneſt of ten thouſand ) am bold in = 
power, and through the evidence of the Truth of 


the Goſpel to ſay, Let the Adverſaries of Rel:gion 


ſearch, andlook; let them employ their Jr, 
their Induſtry, their Lepick, if any thing can be 
found in the Principles of Chrifttantty, prejudicial 
to the power of juſt, and lawful! Mapiſtrates ; 
Nay moreover, if it be poflible for Mer,or _ 
to ſtate the r:ghts of Civil Government upon clear- 
er, and firmer Principles, to ſecure them by more 
powerfull Obligations, to urge them upon men by 
more efficacious Motives of Rewards, and Paniſþ- 
ments, then thoſe are, which the very Foundatrons 
of Chriſtianity do expreſly propound : then let 
the Goſpel, and the Miniſters of it, endure all that 
contempt, and obloquie, which theſe men defire 
to caſt upon them. 

As for the Foundations of our Religion; there 
are thoſe, that tell us, that Chr:fftiamity is found.- 
ed upon Cephas (which is indeed by interpretati- 
on s Stone) but the Apoſtle tells us ( Eph. ii. 
20, ) that we. are built upon the Foundation of the 
Prophetr,and Apoſtles, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf berng the 
chief Cornerſtone : wherefore by theſe the pre- 
ſent Queſt;enis to be decided, 

It any me, at any time, z«king upon them the 

Sacred 
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Sacred name of Chriſtians, haye ſwerved from 
the rule of their Profeſzon, and (aCting contrary 

to the Spirit of Chriſt) have madethat Holy Name 

to be blaſphemed ; itis reaſon, that they be e- 

ſteemed the utter Enemies of Chriſtianity, and 

that they themſelves ſhould bear their Condemns. 

tion: but to charge their Exorbitancies upon thar 

Profeſſion, which they have profaned , and inju. 

red,is ſuch an mmſtice, as cannot conſiſt with Mo- 

ral Honeſty, or Philoſophical Ingenutty. 

So then, hic khedus, hic ſaltus. As Saint 
Paul ( 1 Cor. xv. 14, 17, 20.) concerning the Re- 
ſurreFion of Chriſt, If Chriſt be not riſen, our Preach- 
{.. 4 ing is vain, and your Faith is vain ; —==but now is 
| Chriſt r:/ex : 4 I; If, within the compaſs of 

thoſe Foundatrens, which I have mentioned, be 
found any colour, or ſhadow of licence for any per- 
ſon whatſoever, upon any pretenſe whatſocyer, 
to entrench upon the power'of /lawfull Magr- 

' ſtrates ; if any Warrantatall for open Rebellion, 
or privy Conſpiracies ; tor Murthering, or depoſing of 
Princes, or abſolving SabjeRs from their Allegi- 
ance: then let XKngs ceaſe to be our nurſing-Fa- 
thers, and Queens to be our nurfing-Mothers 3 let 
David look to his ownhouſe ; let the light of our 
Eys, the breath of our Noſtrils, the Reſtorer of | , 
Religion, the Defender of our Fazth look rather firſt 
to defend himſelf. It will then be reaſonable to 
expect, that the Kings of the earth ſhould fland up, 
and * the Rulers obo Councel together againſt the * Pſa. ii. 
Lord, and againſt bis Chriſt, that they ſhould break 
their bonds m ſander, and caſt their cords from them : 


then 


LIMI 


-— Againſt refiſtance 


then our Preaching is vain, and your Faith tr vain, 

But now, indeed, the Caſe is otherwiſe, 
and that evidently. What the Laws of men 
could never do with all their Temporal Rewards, 
and Puniſhments, in that they are weak; that 
Chriſtianity, in the true Spirit of it, "—_ to 
the utmoit height, that is conceivable. 

The Foundation of Gevernment, and Obedience, 
is deeply, and firmly rooted in the Foundation 
of our Religion. And, if the Scripture cannot 
be broken, it it be true, that Heaven, and Earth 
ſhall paſs away, before one ot of _ paſi away: it 
is as trae, that the Urdinances of the Sn, and Moon 
{hall fail, before this Ordinance ſhall be diſſolved. 
For if by the Principles of our Religion we are 
obliged to believe concerning the Books of the 
01d Teſtament, that they have been delivered by 
hely men of God, who fpake, as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghoft, 2 Pet. i. 21, then the Holy Ghoſt hath 


ſaid, By me Kings reipn, &c. Prov, viii. 15, If 


Chriſt be the Son of God 3 the Son of God hath ſaid, 
Render to Czfar the things, which are Czſar's, Mart. 
xxii.21. If the Holy Sprrit did overſhadow Peter, 
and the reſt of the Apoſtles; then Peter, over- 
ſhadowed, and filled with the Spirit, commands 
us in the Name of God to ſubmit our ſelves to eve- 
ry Ordinance of man, 1 Pet. ii. 13. If Saint Paul 
were called to bean Apoftle by the miraculous 
appearance of our Lord Chriſt after his A/cenſ/on, 
and was by him immediately inſtructed in the 
pure, and genuine ſpirit of Chriſtianity; then 
Saint Paul's Theory concerning Government is an 

authentick 
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authentick Chriſtisn Theory, whereby the Do. 
&rines,and praiſes of Chriftzans are to be judged: 
and that Theory is delivered in the ſeven firſt 
Verſes of this Chapter ; Let every Soul be ſubjeft to 
the higher Powers, &c, And they, that reſiſt, Wat re* 
cetve to themſelves Damnation. 

I call it a Chriſtian Theory of Government ; be. 
cauſe it is a brief, aud comprehenſive Scheme, 
whereby all Queſtions concerning 0bedtence, and 
Government, may , according to Chriſttan Prin- 
ciples, be reſolved, 

The whole Dz/courſe of the Apoſile confifteth 
of two general parts | 

| A ſtritt Imjunion. 
Secondly, Effetaal Mottves. 

Firſt, The Injunitionin the firſt words, Let eve- 
ry Soul be ſubjett to the higher Powers, &c. 

Secondly, The Moetzves in the words follow- 
ing, which are taken from . 

I. The Original, and Inſtitution of Govern- 
ment 3 it is ordained of God : hence follows 

II. The Sinfulneff of Refſtance ; They reſiſt the 
Ordinance of God. And | 

ITI. The Danper of it; They ſha receive Damna- 
tron, Which is again enforced by 

IV. The End of Government F Evil —_ 

in reſpe& of C Good £ : 
Out of all which follows 

V. The Neceſſity of Subjettion ; Wherefore ye 
muſt needs be ſubjeft. And « 

VI. The Natere of that Nezeſſity : it is not of 


After 


' Prudence, but of Conſcience, 
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Expl. 


After all which the Apoſile (like a legitimate 
Demonſtratour, reſumes his Propofitton, and con- 
cludes it with an #74p iu miioe;, Verſe 7, Render 
therefore to all their dues, tributs to whom tribute is 
due, cuſtom to whom cuſtom, fear to whom fear, honour 
to whom honour, 4 

The words, which I have choſen, contain in 
them the Danger of Reſiſtance to the Civil Powers. 
They relate uk to the Antecedent, and Subſe- 
quent parts of the Apoſtle's _ and are as 
efficacious towards the preſſing of the Injun#ton 
of Obedience,as it is poſſible for words to expreſs, 
Or men to Conceive, 

The ſtrongeſt, and moſt operative Arguments 
upon men{at leaſtwiſe — I; oy Cpelol irow) are Ar- 


- guments of Terrour, The moſt terrible thing within 


the compals of humane apprehenſion, is Damna- 
tion: which imports, beſides the pudgements of this 
life, the ezernal privation of the exjoyment of God, 
u:ter Darkneſs, and everlaſting Burnings. 

Theſe,that reſiſt.ſhall receive te themſalves Damna- 
tion 

Thoſe, that reſiſt arwonuine. Reſiſtance is a Rela- 
tive Att,and it implies ſome Per/en,or Thing,to be 
reſiſted. What then is the Correlate of arS«5nxwrs; ? 

That is delivered in the firſt Verſe, Thoſe, that 


(reſt ſt fvoiau Vapryimus, the Authorities [et over them, 


Civil Authorities having jus Gladti,the Authorities 
Supreme, or Subordinate, juſtly obtalning over them. 
It is not Avrews, Or xezr&, which is here uſed, 
= fignific cerperal ſ{rength, and power) but 
"Zee, which the Scripture F 


iſtioguiſheth from # 
both 


he "ox 
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both the other, From aurews, Luke iv. 36. and 
ix. x. 1 Cor.xv. 24. Epbe/.i, 21. from w«r@, Jude 
25. Itanſwers the Hebrew word 1700, which 
the Septzagrnt tranſlates by all the names of Legal 
A authority ; dpxh,Camme,cen]eia, welt hvraciiahxorouic. 
It is taken for the Perſons of Governoxrs,as well as 
for their Power : ſo Epheſ. iii. x0. That to Princi= 
palities, and Powers (mis «gyaic, xj mis iEvoias;) might 
be known,S&C. and ax); ms YGuoiag, uf 735 KOT LUO KPAT OCBS 3 
againſt Powers, and the Rulers of this world; 
Epheſ. vii. 2. So that we may not ſeparate their 
Perjonal, and their Polttick capacity. 

Ic remains, that we enquire the meaning of 


& 1 I4GmKATES, and ayTmaar weve, what it 1s t0 reſiſt in the 


Language of the Goſpel, Now, 

1. That to oppoje by force is te reſſt, it is ſo 
plain, that I need not ſpeak to it, We meet both 
the words in that ſence, Fames Iv. 6, 7. Kup& 
aſp tpavers «Y]imartmul, God reſiſteth the proud ; and 
&rlicurs 76 diathe, Reſ ft the Devil. 

2. But the word fignifies Of poſitron by ſubtilty, 
as well as by force. The Oppe/ition of Elymes the 
Sorcerer tO Sint Paul is expreſſed by this word, 
AA.xii. $8. «rvis«ro* and the oppoſition of Janner, 
and Fambres to Moſes, arlicucer,: 2 Tim. iv. 1. 

3. And laſtly, it ſignifies 0ppeſtzon by WWords,as 
well as by Deeds. So 4i1enev, v; avlich-a1, fo gains 
ſay, and roreſiſt, are the ſame, Luke xxi. 15, and 
op licfivar 15 to contradrft, Aﬀts vi. 10. 

The words then do clearly, and plainly com- 
prehend all manner of reſiſtance, or eppoſ/itron. 

This hitherto concerns the Propo/ition taken 

materially : 


: Againſt reſiſtance 


Objeft. 


materially : if we refle& upon the form of it, there 
will be zwo things to be conſidered. 

Firſt, That the Propoſition is indefinite, and equi- 
pollent to an VUnrver/al 5 They, that reſiſt, that is, 
amo lv), every Soul (Cas in the firſt Verſe ) 
that refijts, without any exception of perſons. 

Secondly, That the aft of Reſiſtance is ſet down 
likewiſe abſolutely without any reſtraint, in re- 
ſpe of any Pretenſes, or Cauſes whatſoever. So 
that the ſence of the -words reſolved, and ex- 
pounded by the Scriptures, is this; Every Soul, 
which upon any Preten/e whatſoever,in any maner 
whatſoever,ſhall refift the lawfull Authority, that 
is over him, ſoall receive to himſelf damnation, that 
is, he puts himſelf thereby into a ſtate of Da- 
mynation, 

This I conceive to be the meaning of the HHe- 
ly Ghoſt in the words of my Text. I muſt ac- 
knowledge,that two things have been queſtion- 
ed in this Propoſitzon by the men of this azhappy, 
viperous, and adulterous generation, 

I, The firſt is, Whether 73 xpiues ought to be 
interpreted-ſo ſeverely, as to fignifie. eternal da. 
mnation. « 

II. Whether that, which is ſaid "concerning 
all Perſons, and Pretenſes, can be made good up- 
on the Principles of Chriſtianity. 

I. As to the former of theſe, I ſhall onely 
ſay, that the Argument brought aparnſt this inter- 

retation doth, in truth, exceedingly confirm it. 

The Allepation is, that 73 xpiua is uſed in Scrt- 
pture for Temporal Judgment, The wm = 
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duced is, 1 Cor. xi. 29. He, that eateth, and drink: 
eth unworthily, eateth, and drinketh 7 xpiue, damna- 
tion to himſelf : where the Apoſtle ſeemeth to ex* 
plain 7» «glue by the following words, Yerſe 30. 
For this cauſe many are weak, and ſickly, and many 
ſleep; viz. by Temporal Fudpments. 

And indeed this is true ; but theſc things like- 9 
wiſe ought to be obſerved. 

1. Firſt, that the — is denounced 
in the Goſpel to thoſe, who reſiſt Authority, and to 
thoſe, that are guilty of the body of Chriſt, 1 Cor. xi. 
27. and * trample upon the blood of the everlaſ(- * Heb. x. 19 
ng Covenant. 

2, That neither Ananias, and Sapphira; nor 
yet the Corrnthians, were by their tomboral Judz- 
ments exempted from eternal. 

3- And laſtly, that ſeeing the great difference 
betwixt the Legal and Eaanpelical diſpenſation 
did confiſt in this, that the expreſs Promiſes, and 
Threatnings, under the Law, were temporal; and 
under the Goſpel eternal: if God ſhall, under the 
Goſpel, befides eternal puniſhments due to every 
Sin, add moreover to ſome particular ſins the 
tbreatnings of temperal Judgments, let theſe men 
conſider what advantage they have gotten, and 
what can more be deviſed to contribute to the 
agpgravations of ſuch a fin. Iſhall fay no more to 
the firſt Queſtion, nor to that -part of the Text, 
which:concerns the damnation of Reſiſters preciſe. 
ly conſidered: but ſhall apply my ſelf to the re- 
ſolution of the /econd,. 

IT. It is *mpoſſible in half an hour,to ſpeak con- 
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cerning all thoſe pretenſes for re/ſ/tance of Mage. 
rates; which, being raiſed by Satan,and made w/e 
of by the children of d1ſebedience, are falſly charged 


upon Religion. I ſhall fiagle out ſome of the chief 


of them, and examine them by the Law, and the 
Te/timony, by the 0[d,and New Teſtament ; addin 
to them, as occaſion requires, the judgment, _ 
praftiſe of the Primitive Chriſtians; and after- 
wards make a brief Application, 

Thoſe,which have given the greateſt ſcandal,as 
having troubled the Chriſtian world, and almoſt 
turned it upfide down, are reducible to the two 
Heads of 4 elig7on, and Civil Affairs, 

Firſt, Thoſe, which refer to Religion, are ſuch 
{candalous Tenets as theſe ; 

I. That Erroneous (ſuppoſe Heretical, or 
Idelatrous) Powers may berefifted ; eſpecially, if 
they endeavorr to force men to their own Religion, 

IT. That Chriſtian Magiſtrates have no power 
in matters of Religion : viz. Nene 

1. Inreligious Cauſes. 
2. Over religious Perſons, _< So Gifts. 

Secondly, Thoſe, which refer to matters Crvnl, 
are reducible to ſuch as theſe ; 

I. Harſh Adminiſtratien, 

II. Pretenſes of Competition of power: and 

the like. 

Now I ſhall not be afraid, or backward, to 
acknowledge ; that,if ary ove of theſe Tenets be 
a greeable to the Princ:ples of Chriſtianity,or to rhe 
praftiſe of the Primnutzve, and pureſt Chriſtians, who 
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arc to be preſumed to have known the minde of 
Chriſt, and his Apeſtles: then we are to admit, 
that there is reaſon in what is alledged to create 
a Fealou/y upon Religion, | 

For 1. If Erreneous, Heretical, or Idolatreus 
Alagiſtrates may be re/;fted, (becauſe they are ſo, 
or bccauſe they joyn oppreſſzon of Godly men un- 
to their Errour in Keligzon; how Can any Kingdom 
ſtand ? Theſe are matters, wherein every man 
makes himſclf a Fadg; and it is not material, 
whether he judge r:g/teous, or wnrighteous judge 
mentz the matter ouce ſtated z 'Thefj, that in 
ſuch Caſes men may reſift, the Eypotheſrs is eaſily 
made, and men let looſe to «& according to 
their proper Apprehenſions , or the Pretenſ/es of 
thoſe,who have power with them, 

What ſhall be done, when, at the ſame time, a 
Prince (hall be judged, by one part of his Subjets, 
Heretical, and prophane, for / aro from S#- 
perſtition, and vindicating his power from anjuſt 
Uſurpations over it : while another part ſhall judge 
him to be Swuperſfztrous,and will never believe him 
to abhor 14els, ſolong as he will not commit Sa: 
erilegpe> What ſhall be done, while ſome con- 
ans him to be zrre{zgrour, becauſe he will not wor- 
ſhip Images; others {dolatreus, becauſe he kneels 
at the Communten ? and both eſtecm him an 0p- 
preſſour 5 becauſe he reſtrams their Zeal, and þin- 
ders them from that excef of Riot, which they 
pant after, to the devouring of one another ? 

Suppoſing this Tenet to betrue; itisindeed 
evident, no Government can be. But now what 
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Colour can there be, to charge this Tenet upon 
Chriſtianity > Doth the 0/4,or New Teſtament give 
any occaſion to this Dofrine? Is it countenan- 
ced *-- by Moſes*or *: by the Prophets? or *- by our 
$aviour? or* by the Apoſtles > 5 That {loud of 
Witneſſes (the Neble Army of Martyrs) did they 
give Teſtimony to thr Aſertion, or to the con- 
trary? 1 may not inſiſt: a word to each of theſe, 

1. Moſes was ſo far from the Defrine of Refs 
ſtance ; that, notwithſtanding the haraneff of 
Pharaoh's heart, the cruelty of the Bondage, the 
weakneſs of the _— by Plagues, the numbers 
of 1fracl , ix hundred thouſand, and three thou- 
ſand five hundred and fifty fighting men above 
twenty years old ; beſides the Tribe of Levi: yet 
he would not lead them into the promiſed Land 
without Pharaob's poſitive, and expreſs conſent 
to their Departure, 

2. As for the Prophets; in the third Chapter 
of Damel we finde three of God's Childrenput to 
the trial (the fery trzal) of this Doftrine, by Nebu- 
chadnezzar, an Idolater, and a Tyrant, aQting high- 
ly ander both thoſe Capacities together. They 
were Caſt into the fiery Furnace, becauſe they 
would not worſhib the golden Image, which he had 
ſet up. And in the ſixth. we finde Danze/ thrown 
into the Lzon's den,onely for praying to the God of 
Iſrael, Let us conſider their Behaviour, did they 
reſiſt, or mutiny, or labour to alienate, or diſcontent 
or(by denonncing threats,or terrours)to diſcourage 
Subjects from Obedience > How had they been in- 
ſtructed by their Prophets * Feremy ( 2 Chron, 
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xxxVi. 13. )had taught them, that Readehial had \ 
turned from the Lord God of 1/rael, in rebefng a- 1 
ainſt Nebuchadnezzar, who had made him ſwear 
y God: and that they ought 0 /eek the peace of the 
City, whether they were carried Captives, and to pray 
unto:the L ord for it; er. xxix. 3, And therefore the 
three Children in the third of Damel onely refer 
themſelves to God for deliverance: and Danmel, 
in the midſt of the Lzon's den, prays heartily for 
Darius, 0 King, live for ever ! Dan. vi. 21. 
| 3. In thenext place, let us conſider the Caſe 
of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, and fee whether any 
? ſuch Tenet may be colle&ed from their Doftrine, 
or Pratti/e ; their Speeches, or their Aftions. As 
for what concerns our Lord Chriſt, have had the 
Honour formerly in this place more at large to 
vindicate him from ſuch . aſþer/ſjonsr. He paid 
-Tribute at the expenſe of a Mzracle, Mat. xvii. 27. 
He /wbmitted himſelf to all the Powers, that were 
over him 3 to the Sanhedrim, and their Delegates, to 
Herod, to Pontius Pilate : he ſubmitted himſelf to 
death by an #njuſt Sentence, even to the bitter,and 


» accurſed death upon the Croſs 3 Philip. ii. 8. This 

was his Praiſe: as for his DofFrine; He taught 
men to render to Czar the things,that were Czlar's; 
j _ Mat. xxii. 21, Heacknowledged Pate's power 


to befrom above; John xix. 11. He rebuked Peter + 
for /miting with the /word; and told him, that thoſe, 
that take the ſword , ſhall periſh by the ſword ; Mat. 
xxvi. 52. He tzught his Dzciples to pray for them, 
which ſhould per/ecute them ;Moet. v. 44. And the 


atmoſt permiſſion, which he gave them, was, when \ 
they 
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they were perſecuted in one city, to fly unto anether; 
Matth. x. 23. 

4, As forthe Apoſtles : They taught men to obey 
them, that have the rule ever them; Hebr. xiii. 17. 
to ſubmit themſelves to every Ordmance of man ; 
x Pet. ii, 1.3. to doall things without murmuring, or 
diſputing, Philip. 1i. 14. to pray for Kings , and 
all,that are in Authority 5 x Tim. ii. 2. Saint Pe- 
ter hath told us, that ſuch, as deÞ:/e Dominion, and 
{peak evil of Drgmittes, are (ingn eſpecial manner) 
reſerved to Judgment; 1 Pet. ii. 9, 10. and Saint 
Paul,in my Text, that they ſhall receive Damnation, 

This Dottrine they Sealed with their b/ood. Saint 
Peter (according to Eccleſraſtical Tradition) was 
crucified, and Saint Paul beheaded, Fames the ſon 
of Zebedeus \lain with the /word, &c. 

Now, as for the Powers, to which all theſe In- 

ruft/onr, and Behaviours did refer, they were 
for Idelatry, and Tyranny, and Perſecution, Hnmant 

ener portenta. 

It itbe objefed, that, All theſe ſubmitted, be- 
cauſe they were not able torehf: the Anſwer, 
upon Chriſi:zan Principles , might be ; that 11e, 
which reſtrained the Flames, and ſtopped the mouths 
of Lions, could have given his ſervants power to 
ret, that Chriſt could have prayed his Father, 
who would have * given him more then twelve Le. 
gtons of Angels for his relief; that the Apoſtles, 
who wrought mighty fignes, and wonders, could 
have reſcued themſelves: had it not rather 
pleaſed the great Ordarner of Powers, by their ſub- 
miſiton, to ratifie, and eſtabliſh the Dotrine of 
Obealence. 5. But 
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5. Burt the belzef, and prafti/e of the Primitive 
Chriſtians will ſatisfie this 0bjefton even to com- 
mon Senſe, and Reaſon, © 

The 1nſtances in this kinde are infinite, where 
Chriſtians, abounding in numbers, being in Arms, 
and abundantly able to make reſiſtance, have cho- 
ſen, with the expenſe of their /tves, to yield obe- 
dience to Idelaters, perſecuting them for their Re- 
lig:on, I ſhall name buttwo Examples. 

Tertullian * tells the Emperonr, that his Cities, * apolog, 
Iſlands, Caſtles, Councils, Armies, Regiments, and $:37- 
Companies ; the Palace, the Senate, the Courts of 
Fudicature were filled with Chriſtians: and yet 
they ſubmitted to per/ecuton, 

And we read,that the Theban Legion conſiſted. 
of ſix thouſand, fix hundred, fixty and fix per- 
ſons, every man Chriſtzen, when they ſubmitted 
to the Decrmation of Maximintan for Religion. 

I ſhall ſay no more to the firſt Preren/e. 

II. Now the ſecond is like unto it, alike preju- 
dictal to Government ; alike falſe, and ſcandalous 
to Religion, 

An Houſe, or * Kingdom divided cannot ſtand: * Mat. xii. 25. 
and * God u not the Autheur of Confuſion, but of ©7535: 
Peace ; and that eſpecially in Religion. If none 
have this power to order matters of Religion, there 
muſt be Confu'on: if any other befide the S- 
preme Magiſtrate, there will be Diviſſon. The in- 
evitable [n;onvemrences of the exemption of relrg7- 
ous Things, and religious Perſons, from the power of 
the _—_—— are abundantly fect forth by ſuch, 
as would improve them to the dizadvantage of 
" Religion. 


9 


Againſt reſiſtance 


Religion, And, indeed, to go about to deny, or 
to diminiſh the diſmal Conſequences of. ſuch Pre- 
tenſes, were to endeayour to. put out the eyes of all 
the men of Reaſon, and Experience in the world. 

My preſent Duty is to enquire, what relation 
theſe Pretenſes have to the Principles of Chriſtiante 
ty; and that | 

Firſt, As to religious Cauſes. 

Secondly, As to Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, 

Thirdly, As to hely, or pifted Brethren; as they 
{tyle themſelves. 

Now, in order to a re/o/atzon in theſe. Enqui- 
ries, 1 ſhall(as.a Lemma) humbly propoſe one 
Obſervation. 

Itisthis, That, whereas there are two things, 
w!1creon all Political adminiſtration doth depend: 
t. Concerning the Rzghts, and Bounds, and Re- 
gulation of Sovereign Powers ; ** Concerning the 
Detzes, and Obedience of Subjets : we finde both 
Chriſt, and the Apoſtles, frequently labouring to 
ſettle in the Con/ciences of men that part, which 
concerns Obedience; but no where reſtraming, or 
limiting, or particularly regu/ating the Office of 
Sovereign Powers; but leaving them to thoſe pe. 
neral Rules, which concern the Account, and Daty 
of all men in their ſeveral ſtations,. and: to the 
terms, whereupon the Providence of God was 
wont to ſettle the Princes, and Governewrs of the 
World . Let the riphts of Ceſar be what they 
will (in reference to Tribute, or other matters) 
Chriſt will not determine them: This he will; 
thoſe things, which belong to Ceſar (according 
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to Jus Gentium) muſt be rendered to him, He 
doth not examine Plate's power, in Caſe of Bla/- 
phemy, or Treaſon ; but acknowledges it, and /ub- 
mits, He falls not upon ſifting, or examining the 
power of the Sanhedrim; either their or:ginal 
power, or the power /eft them by the Romans : 
They fit in Moſes Chair, &c. Whatſoever therefore 
they bid youdo, doit ; Matth, xxiii. 2, 3. 

And ſo likewiſe the Apoſtles, they ſeem to be 
unconcerned (as it were) in the governing part of 
Civil Policy. No word is fuk in all their }7r:- 
tings,enquiring into the Rights of the Romane Em- 
perours (who were ſovereign) or limiting the Exer- 
Ciſe of their Power, On thus much they take 
for certain,ſuch, as they were, they were ordained 
of God, And they ſpend all their labour in found- 
mp deeply, and firmly eftabliſhing that other part, 
which concerns Obedtence. 

From this 06/ervation it will follow, That what- 
ever Things, or Perſons were not before the times 
of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, exempt from the power 
of the Magiſtrate, are not by the Foundations, and 
Principles of Chriſtianity exempted. (Non eripit mor- 
talia, qui regna dat celeſtia.) And it will onely re- 
main for us to enquire, what was the maner of the 
Nations of the World, and of God's peculiar peoble, 
in refer,-nce to theſe Particulars,before,and at the 
Times of Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, To which if 
we ſhall add the prafi/e of the beſt, and moſt an- 
tient Chriſtian Emperours, I know not what more 
can be defired to clear the preſent Argument. 

I ſuppoſe it needleſs to put in a Carton, that 
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while we ſpeak of the Megztraie's power to order 
matters of Religion ; we do not entitle him to the 
Prieſt's Office (the Spiritual Fun tion) or the Exe- 
cation of it, in preaching the Word, adminiſtring the 
Sacraments, exerciſing the power of Ordination, or 
of the Keys, &c. Bleſſed bethe Lord God of 
our Fathers, who. hath pur it into our Sovereign's 
heart to be tender of he rights of the Church,as 
of the Apple of his Ey. 

This is a Calumny infiſted on generally by 
almoſt all our. Adver/aries, but it is too rude, and 
groſs, to be. ſpoken toin this place. Rather let 
us ſee whether the Soverezgns among all people, 
Heathen, Jews, Chriſtians, haye not claimed, and. 
exerciſed power in af! Cauſes, over all - Perſons, as 
well Eccleſraſtical, as Croil. 

1. For Cauſes, The. New Teſtament ſometimes 
divides ® the Gentiles into Greeks, and Barbarians; 
ſometimes into,:ſe, ana wnwiſe: according to 
which-diviſion the Remanez are, I fuppoſe, rec- 
koned under the Greeks, from whence they were 
moſtly extraFed, and. with whom they contend. 
ed in C:ozlzty. Briefly, ** the Greeks, * the Ro- 
manes, * the Barbarous. Nations did alwaies ex- 


erciſe ſuch 7 OH 


(r,) Ariſtotle *, the greateſt among the Greebs, 


tells us, that the firſt, and principal Thing ina 


Common-IWealth is s mw 7: ©uey impiania. And, accor- . 


dingly,if we conſult the Fragments, which are left 
us, of the Laws of the moſt antient Grecian Com- 
mon-Wealths ,we ſhall finde nothing ſo frequent, 
as. the, Ordinances conceraing their Religzon. 
(2-)Amongſt 
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(2.) Amongſt the Romans, Etcero (the wiſeſt ) 
ſaith, that Kelzgion is the Foundation of Humane 
Society ; as in truth it is. To ſay nothing of the 0r- 
dinances of Numa, the Jus Pontificium, &c, the 
| Titles of the Twelvs Tables are many of them 
| concerning Rel:gion, 
| ( 3.) As for the Barbarous Natzons, I ſhall nor 
multiply Teſtimonzes, nor go beyond the line of 
Seriptere.In the third of Lame! we finde an Edit 
p of the King of Babylon enjoyning all People, Lax- 
guager,and Tongues to commut Idelatry ; Verle 4,5. 

And,by and by,another Ed&,that no man ſhould 
; {peak amifi of the God of Shadrach, Meſech, 
and Avednego; Verle 29. Inthe fixth we finde 
Derius (the Perſian) by the adviſe of his Counct/ 
ſigning a Decree, againſt perztioning (for thirty - 
days) any God beſides himſelf; Verſe 9g. and 
ſhortly another, that all men ſbould tremble, and 
| fear before the Ged of Daniel; Verſe 26, _ In the 
third of Fonab,the King of Nineveh, and his Nobles - 
| proclaim a publrckh Faſt, In the firſt: of Exre, . 
| Cyrus puts forth an Edifto build the Temple at 
k Hlieruſalem, In the fourth, Artaxerxesreverſeth 
it, In the fixth, Darizs re-inforceth it, 
; I ſuppoſe it isnow evident, that Greeks, and 
Barbarians did exerciſe this power. 
J To think to elevate the force of theſe Inſtances, 
becauſe all theſe were * $trangers from God, and * epbeſ. ii. 12. + 
aliens from the Common-Wealth of Iſrael, is to mi- 
ſtake the purpoſe for which they are- alledged. 

However, it was not thus among the Kmmgs of 
the Natzens only, but among ths bolueſt,and miſeſt 
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of the Governours,and Kings of Iſrael, and Judas 5 
who for abel;ſhing falſe Worſhip, and erdaining the 
true, are often highly commended by the Holy 
Ghoſt in the Scriptures, The time would fail me 
to ſpeak diſtinftly, and particularly, of the Ordi- 
nances Concerning Rel:gion, which were made 
by Moſes, Foſhua, David, Solomon, Aſa, Je- 
hoſaphat, Hezeliah, Manaſſes alſo, and Fofah: 
concerning whom the S$crzptare gives theſe Cha- 
(a) Deus. rafters. Moſes was the (a) man of God. Joſhua 
(b) 70h. (b) the ſervant of the Lord, David {(c) a man af- 
xxiv. 29, ter God's ownheart, There was (d) none [the unto 
(<) 1 8am. xi Glomon. Aſa (e) his heart was perfeft with the 
(d) x chron, Lord, (ft) The Lord was with Jehoſhaphar, 
(6:1 5 Hezekiah (g) dd that, which was right in the fight 
7s, "83": of the Lord. Manafſeh (h) was heard of Ged. Jo- 
(1) 2 Chron, fiah did that, which was right; and his (i) Goodneſs 
"e -—D was recorded, 
xxix.2, Now the Aﬀrof every oneof theſe concer- 
(h).2 Chron. ning the Worſbip of God, and matters of Religion 
(i) » coz. Are recorded, and applauded in the Scriptures. 
xxxv.26, Por theſeall ordered, and regulated Services, and 
Sacraments, and Covenants with God's they ere. 
ed Altars, and Tabernacles, and Temples, and 
dedicated them to the Lord 3 they deſtroyed Ido- 
latry, reformed abuſes in God's. Worſhip, ſettled 
both the ſtanding Worſhip of God, and ocea- 
fional Thanks-givmgs, and Humiliations : to omit 
other matters. 

The whole Aarenical Miniſtery, which confiſt- 
ed in Ceremontes, and Saerifices,Typical, and Carnal 
Ordinances, was not ordered by the hand of Aaron, 

but 
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but of Mofes, who was ( k) King tm Jeſurun. (5) 2 
The Tabernacle, and Temple-ſervice (which, be- =} 
fide the Moſaical Inſtitutions,confiſted of Spiritual 
abiding 0rd:nances)was inſtituted by David: who, 
being the ſweet Simper of 1(rael, and acquaint- 
ed more thenever any man (for ought appears) | 
with the ways, and helps of lifting uþ the Heartto 
tritual intercourſe with God, to that end appoint- 
ed the uſe of Muſick inthe Church; and (without 
fear of /tinting the Spirit) he preſcribed Set-forms 
of Praiſe, and Prayers for the uſe of the Temple 5 
and ordered the Service for every day. A Pſalm, 
conſiſting partly of the one hundred and fitth, 
ninety fixth, and one hundred and cighteenth, 
he firſt delivered to A/apb, and his Brethren, at 
the reduction of the Ark from the houſe of 0bed- 
Eqdom; 1 Chron. xvi. 7. And divers other P/al/ms 
were compoſed by him tor the Service of the Church. 
And what he had ordainzed, Solomon put inpra- 
Riſe. In the fifth Chapter of the ſecond Book of 
Chronicles, we finde the pattern of the Service of 
this Time, and Place, (Ithe Sons of Aſaph, Heman, (1) Verſe 12. - 
and Jeduthun, arrayed in white Linen, with mu{ical 
Inſtruments, praifing the Lord, ſaying, (m) For be (m) Verſe 13. 
x5 good, &c, viz, reciting the one hundred and 
eighteenth P/alm: and.,. in token of God's ac- 
ceptance, (n) a Cloud filled the houſe. (n) Perſe 14.] 
The one hundred thirty and fixth P/alm like- 
wiſe was wont to be ſung in Thankegrvings. So we 
finde alſo (0) Hezekzab, and (p) Jefab, praiſing (9) x chr. 
the Lord in the words of David, and Aſaph. XXIX, 25, 
Thus ſtood the matter under the Law; the ar. (?) * £0». 


XXXV, 15, 


dering 


 ——— 
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(q) 2 Chron, 
xx1x.34. 
(r)Lev. 1, 6,7. 


(1) VWovel, 
Conſlit, 131. 


aering of matters of Religion was not _—_— 
from the Supreme Power, Hezehiab{(q)varied from 
Moſes (tr) his Lew, and was blameleſs, Neither was 
it otherwiſe in the beff, and pureſt Times under 
the Goſpel. 

It had been bur a flender invitation to the Em- 
perours to become Chriſttan; if, by ſubmitting to 
Chriſtianity, they muſt loſe ſo confiderable a part of 
the Sovereign Power enjoyed by all their Predeceſ- 
ſours, and be thereby expoſed inevitably to Sed:- 
tions,and Rebef:ons,upon every Frantich eruption 
of religious Melancholie, The Primitive Emperours 
underſtood themſelves otherwiſe, and ſo did the 
Chriſttans under them, I may not ſtand to re- 
cite the Annals of the Church. 

If _— had not interpoſed fot the com. 
poſing of the Arrian Hereſie , what had become 
either of Government, or Religion ? 

The drawing up of Canens for the regulation of 
Religion was by our LORD committed to the 
Apoſtles, and their Szcceſſours, the Briſbops, and 
other Eccleſiaſtical Perſons : but, that theſe Canons 
ſhould be enforced as Laws by temporal Penaltzes, it 

was by the ſanf#on of Civil Powers. 

In the ſecond Oecumentcal Conncil, the Fathers, 
aſſembled at Conſtantinople, beſeech Theodofins the 
Elder to ratifie the Decrees of that Synod. 

Thus we finde Fuſfintan (1) eftabliſhing the 
Homo-Canonicon, or Code of the Univerſal = Jury 

conſiſting of the Canons of the four firſt General, 
and five antient Provincial Councils ; and com- 
manding them, «; riues pvadiiecs, to be kept as Laws. 
Briefly, 
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Briefly,to determine this Queſtzon,we need onely to 

view the Titles of the ſixteenth Book of the Code of 

Theaodefius, the thirteen firſt Tzles in the Code of 
uſtinian, Photius's Nome-Canen, and the like. 

The Pretenſe of exemption of Eccleſtaftical 
Cauſes, ſo as hath been intimated, as it is zncon- 
ſiſtent with Government; ſo- it is alſo with the 
Principles of Chriſtianity. 

2. Thus much having been ſpoken concern- 
ing the regulation of Matters of Keligion, it will be 
needleſs to enlarge concerning the /econd Pre- 
tenſe of the exemption of Eccleſtaſtical Perſons. 

This Tenet is equally dangerous with the for- 
mer, aud equally contrary to the Principles of 
Chriſtianity. It were to be wiſhed, that all men 
profeſſing themſelves Mznifters were thorowly 
convinced of the Dodrime of Obedience : other- 
wiſe, as they grow popular, they become danger- 
ows, Sacerdotum quidam eo ſunt tagenio, ut, nt pa- 
reant, territent. And Saint Chry/o/fom comment- 
ing upon Every Sow, &c. faith, v Ama @,g"Ev- 
eymaichs, x Thropims* Both the Apoſtle,the Evangeliſt, 
and the Prophet. Our Saviour was both Prieff and 
Prophet ; and the Apoſtles were Eecleſiaflical per: 
ſons : yet did, not think themſelves exempted. Such 
perſons were not exempted, either before, or after 
the Times of our Saviour ; neither in *: a Single, 


or *: Foynt Capacity. (t) From the beginning it was (t) xat.xix.8. 


not ſo. 

1. As to Szngle perſons under the Law,we finde 

an Inſtance of the Exerciſe of the Sovereign power 

over an High-Prieft offending, in Abiathar, whom 
E Solomon 


"os 
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Go) 1 Kingsii. Solomon (u) thruſt out, and placed (x) Z dos 
(x) thid, 35: 


in his room. 

2. Astothe calling of Aſſemblies; before the 
Goſpel-times, it did belong. to the Supreme Mag:- 
ſtrate. We finde Moſes, not Aaron; Foſhua, not 
Eleazar ; David, not Abiathar ; Solomon, not Za. 
dec 5 ſummoning the Przeſts, and Lepites, to meet 
zogether.. And 

In the Primitive Times of the-Chriſtian Emper- 
ours, we do not meet with Councils, or Synods 
called by the Bifbop of -Rome, nor with Miniſters, 
caſting themſelyes into Claſſical, and Synodical 
Meetings ; nor with Aſſemblies of Divines, called 
ageinſt, or without the Prince's conſent. 

The mai#jon of /'Times, and Places, the convo- 
cation of Perſons, the Preſidency, the order of De. 
bates, the diſmiſſton of the Aſſemblies, the robora- 
tion of Caxons (as to making them Laws of the 
Empure.) in the General, rs. Provincial Councils, 
were all the work of the Supreme Magiſtrate. And 

As for matters of Appeal, we finde Paul ap- 
pealing to Ceſar: Athanaſius (from the Synod at 
Tyre) to Conſtantine; to whom three Appeal: were 
likewiſe made in the Cazſe of Cecilianzs, and Do- 
natus: and many more ſtances of thy, and the 
like nature. 

3. I ſhould nowdiſmiſs this Head concernin 
Religion, did there not remain one Pretenſe more, 
and that ſo w:/de, and menſfrons, that it looks as if 
it. were the laft effort of the 'enemy. of men-kinde 
(ultimus Ciabeli conatus) for it ſtrikes at the Heart 
both of Government,and of Religion, Itis this,that - 

Saints, 
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Saints, and gifted Perſons, ( as they call them- 
ſelves) are exempt from humane Laws: and in 
effe& reſolves into this, that to nr others, 
and aſſume to themſelyes the Te of the Godly 
Party, to talk of Reformation, and the power Ml 
Godlineſs, of advancing the Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, 
&c. is to juſtifie Sacrzlege,and Treaſon,and horrid 
Rebellion, and to qualify them for the Kengs, and , 
Prieſts, and Prophets of the world. 

How far this Satanical madneſs hath prevailed, 
ro the confuſion of all things Ciozl, and Sacred 3 to 
the /candel of Religion; the planting, and water- 
ing of Atheiſm, and Infidelity ; 1 tremble tocall 
to our remembrance. 

If my preſent buſmeſi were to refute the men, 
that have given this effence, how eafie were it to 
examine their Gifts, and their Satutſhip, and how 
hard to finde them. But as the IFoman of Samaria 
ſaid to our Sevrour,Cy) Art thou preater then our Fa- (y) Job in.r2. 
ther Jacob? are they greater Saints,or better gifted, 
then Peter,and Paul,and the reſt of the Apoſtles ? 
He, that ſaid, (z) Let every Soul be ſubje# to the (z)zomaiiine, 
higher Powers, had been (a) rafd xp (whether in (a) » Cor. xii. 
the a + or out, he could not tell) to the third hea- *' 7 

ath any of them been carried higher ? 

Chriſt the nataral Son of God, (b) the Brightneſi (b)#eb. i. 3, 
of hu Glory, the Expreſs Image of his Perſon, ſaid, 7 
(c) Render to Czfar the things, that are Czefar's ; (7) nh 
are they greater then Chriſt alſo > 

But my preſent purpoſe being chiefly to re- 
moye theſe ſcandals from Religion 5 come, and 
let us reaſon together, What could Chriſt, _ 

E 2 is 
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(d)-Matth. Vil, 
IS. 


(e)z Tim 11.1, 
(#) 1bid. Verſe 
4,5, 

(gs) 2 Pet.ii,n, 


(h) 7bid. 
Verſe 10, 


his Apeſtles have done more to'prevent this /can- 
aal, then they have done > Their Dofrme, and 
prattiſe hath been already ſhewn; and the Dan. 
ger, and Hernouſneſr of the Sinof Keſiſtance (in all 
the kinder, and deprees of it) diſcovered ; neither 
can any thing more be imagined, which might be 
deſired to antrcipate, and nbvzate this pretenſe, un, 
leſs it be, that 7heſe things ſhould have been pare 
ticularly foreto/d, and the Perſons (art leaft their 
Party, and Se) deſcribed ; that the world might 
be forewarned of them. 

Will it then ſatisfy the enemies of our Religion, 
eggs Trath, and Infalibility of the Scr:. 
ptures, and the abhorrency of the Chriſtian Prin. 
ciple trom this damnable Tenet ; if it ſhall briefly 
appear , that zheſe things have been punctually 
foretold by Chriſt, and his Apoſtles ? 

Chriſt (d) hath given warning of prievous Wolves 
in Sheep's cloathing. 

More particularly Saint Paw hath told us, that 

e) mm the laſt days perilous times ſhould come ; that 
there ſhould be(f )heady,high-minded Traytours,ha- 
ving a form of godlineſs, but denying the power thereof. 

Saint Peter, that there ſhould be {g ) falſe 
Teachers, which ſhould privily bring in : har 
berefies, (1) preſumptuous, elfwilled, not afraid to 
fheak evil of Dignitres. 

Now, if all this be not ſufficient, Saint Jud? 
hath taken up this Propheſie of Saint Peter, and 
given us two clear Charafers of theſe Per- 
ſons, whereby they might be known. He tells 
us, *- That they ſhall be Separatifts pus 1 

Church, 


of Lawfull Powers. 29 


Church, and *: falſe-pretenders to the Spirit, (1) (i) Jade 19, 
Theſe are they, which [eparate themſelves, being [en- 
0 r ſual, having not the ſpirit, 

I ſhall ſay no more to the Preten/es relating to 
that Head which concerns the matter of Religion. 

2y. Neither thall I enlarge upon that other 
Head referring to matters Civil, where I inſtanced + 
in two Preten/es taken from, 

1 I. Harſp Adminiſtrationin the Magiſtrate. 
IL Compet:tion as to power in Subjects. 

T. Neither the 'Tzme, nor the Deſign, which . 
I have propounded, nor (indeed) my Profeſſion, 
nor Ab:{:tzes do allow me to enter into the depths 
of the Polzticks, or to diſcourſe of the limitations 
of Sovereign Powers, Thus much is obvioxs to 
every man, 

That there is no Cruelty ſo great as /axneſi of 
Government,nor any Tyrany in the World like the 
rage of Subjefts let looſe ; and that the /zrtle Finger 
of Licentieu/neſi is harder then the Loyns of the {e- 
vereſt 1 aws, and ſtrifteſt Government. 
| I ſhall briefly ſhew, that the Scripture, fore= 
"I ſeeing the ca/ineff ( by reaſon of the Self-/ove, and ' 
parttality of men) of this Preten/e, and the dan- 
ger of it, hath direatly oppoſ/edit ſelf againſt it. 

I ſhall not mention partzcular Commands : let us © 
have recourſe to the main Foundations ; the Body, 
and Subſtance of Chriſtianity, the MISHPAT 
HAMELEK (the Jus Regizm)) the Funda- 
mental Law of the Kings of 1/rael. [4 

I. Chriſtianity obligeth us to believe not onely, 
that Chriſt is God, and that the Goſpel is [rom row. 

ut 
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(k) Perſe 9. 


1) Verſe 11, 
-— whe 


but that all the Circumſtances of the Miniſtery of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles were ordered by his Pre- 
vidence, Why then were the Times of Tiberzus, 
and Caligula, and flaudins, and Nero (out of the 
Series ot the Time [pun out. from the Creation) 
choſen, and ſeleFed tor the promulgation of the 
Dodtrine of Obedience, If harſh Adminiftration of 
Power will exempt men from 0bedtence ; at that 
Time, when Claudius, or Nero was Romane Empe- 
reur, why ſhould the Holy Ghoſt move Saint Paul 
to write to the Romans, They, that reſiſt, ſhall re- 
ceive to themſelves Damnation? So much briefly 
for the Goſpel. 

2 As for the Fus Regium in the eighth of the 
the firſf Book of Samuel we finde the 1/raelites 
defiring a King: and God (though rezefed by 
this motion) commands Samuel (k) to hearken 
to their voice, Yet, that they might know what' 
they did, and not be ſurpriſed (believing they 
might caft off again their Kjng at pleaſure) he 
charges him to proteſt ſolemnly, and ſhew them 
7767 £2Yn, Our Tran/lation renders it, The 
manner of the King. The Septuagint, and all an- 
tient Eaſtern, and Weſtern Tranſlations render i 
by words ſignifying the Law, or the Reght of the 
King, Jus REGIUM, 

Thi (ſaith Samuel (1) ſhall be TJ97 U200 He 


ſpall take yorr Sonr,and Dauphters,your Vine-yardr, 


your Feeldr, and your Flocks, &c. He tells them 
of harſh Adminiſtrations. 
Was it the meaning of the Holy Ghof?, that (de 


FJure)Princes eught to do, or that it was /awfull for 
them 
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them to do after the menner there deſcribed ? 
In the ſeventecnth Chapter (m) of Deuteronomy (m) Yerſe 14. 
we finde the Duty of the Kings of 1/rael deſcri- 
bed in a way direRly contrary to this 3 they were 
(n) to fear tbe Lord, and not to turn aſide to the right (n) verſe 19 
hand, or to the left from his Commandments. (0) Be (6) pou. ii. 
wiſe now therefore, 0 ye Kings 5 be tuſtrufted, ye 19,1), 
Judpes of the Earth : ſerve the L ord with fear,and re. 
Joyce with trembling, 
Was it a Pred:#10n of what would be their con» 
dition, what would be the manner of their Kings ? 
Not that neither! We do not read of any of 
the Kings of Jadeh, or 1/rael, that proceeded to 
the hezpht there expreſſed... Even Ahab, who (þ) (p)1 King 
ſold himſelf to work wickeanef, did not take Nas ** 35 
both's Vine-yard by force ; he would not ſciſe on 
it, till Jezebel had brought about the pretenſe of 
a Legal Forfeiture, 
What then is the meanzng of 7787 UBUL > Sure. 
ly it imports thus much, that, if all this hard u/age 
ſhould come upon them, they might cry wnto þ'# 
Lord; (Verſe 18) but that it would not diflolvy®# 
Jus Reginam (the right of Sovereignty) or enable 
them to reſiſt their Kengy, or rebel againſt them, 
II. There remains yet one Pretenſe to ſpeak . 
to,it concerns Competition of Power, cither on 
I. Pretenſes of Succeſſion into the Magt- 


. ftrate's place in caſe of failour of Duty, or upon 


ſuppoſals of forfeiture of Power. 

2. Pretenſes of the laſt re/o[#tion of Power into 
the people, the diffuſed multitude; or the people's 
Repreſentative, and the like, 

Concerning 


EZ 


Agemſt reſiſtance 


(q) 1 Sam, 
X111, 14, 


(r) Chap. xv, 
I3. 


Concerning which kinde of Pretenſes I mnft 
repeat what hath been ſaid of the other. If they 
be admitted, they are deſtruftive to Mapiſtracte. 
If they be encoureged by Religron, there will be 
reaſon, that Mag:/trates be jealous over'it. But 
now is the 8pzrit of the Scriptures, and the tehden- 
cy of it . entirely bent anther way. 

The\ New Teſtament affords no Inſtance in this 


'Kinde. As to the 01d, I ſhall defire, that two 


Inſtances may be conſidered, 
- The Caſe of David, and Sas, 

| 2. The Caſe of Corah, and Moſes : 
which rwo Inſtances (if the time would bear it) 
would take in the Subſtance of all, that may be 
alledged in this kinde. 

' I. Itis(Iconceive) mpoſſible to carry the firſt 
ſort of Pretenſes higher, then they were ſtated in 
the Caſe of David, and Saul, Sawl was at firſt de- 
clared, 2nd conftituted King by Samuel, aCting in 
the Name of the Lord; and, when he had reigned 
two years, the /ame Samuel, in the Name of the 
ſame God, before the /ame people, denounces pub- 
lickly, that /q) his K7ngdom ſhould not continue ; 
and that God had ſought a man after his own heart, 
becauſe he mvaded the Prieft's Office. [After 
this, he limits a certarn day, he tells him, (r) Thzs 
day the L ord hath rent the Kingdom of Iſrael from 
thee, and given it to thy neighbour, becauſe of his 
rebellion againſt God in the Caſe of Amalek. 

The pretenſe of Faileur, and Forfeiture can go 
no higher. Now for the pretenſes of David to 
ſtep into his Government, and wreſt it from him : 
He 


Ea 
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He was anointed (1) by Samuel; for ought ap- (1) Chap.xvi. 
pears, without reſervation for the life of Saul. "3: 
He was qualified for Government; (t) a valiant man, (+) 114. 
a man of War, prudent in matters, a comely Perſon, Vere 18. 
and the Lord was with him, He had received Teſti- 
mony from God of his Ele&ion: the Spirit of God 
departed from Saal, and reſted upon him. He 
had power in his hand, he was (u) /et over the men (v) Chap. 
of War, accepted by «ll the people ; all 1/rae/, and vi 5 
Judab loved him. After all this, you know his 
Provocations, his Advantages, and his Behaviour ; 
he durſt not touch the Lord's anointed ; and, when 
another pretended to haye done it at Saul s en- 
treaty in extremsu, he revenged his death, and la- 
mented over him,(x ) Ye moantains of Gilboa,&c. 
But that other Preten/e, that after a /awfu# So. 
vereign is eſtabliſhed (according to the Suppoſri- 
on of my Text, and my Diſcourſe) the power (till 
remains in the peop/e,(in the drfſu/ed body of them, 
or their Repreſentatives) to alter the Governnient, as 
they pleaſe; it is in reſpe@ of Policy, and Go- 
vernment, what the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt is to 
Religion, it deſtroys the foundations of the peace, 


(x)2Sam,i 21, 


| and /afety of men, and makes that to be the Arti. 


fice of man, which is the Ordinance of God, How 

much God abhorred this Pretenſe, will appear in 

the Caſe of Corab, and his —_— When God 

ſent Moſes to bring the 1/raelztes out of Egypt, 

he /enfified him, and put by Name upon him; ——— 
(y) Thou fbalt be to him inſtead of Ged: and when he bh evil. 
had brought them forth, he made him a(z)Prince, 35. 

and a (s) Law-giver over them. (08 
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(b) Num. xvi. 
(c) Pſal. cvi, 
16” 


The ſupreme Power was in Moſes, who'called 
tohis aſſiſtance a Senate, or Parliament, (WW) 
conſiſting of the Heads of the Tribes of 1/rael. 
In this Council (b) Natzre ſoon began ta work, 
ſome (c) envied Moſes, whom God bad choſen ,and 
Aaron tbe. Saint of the Lord, Dathan, and Abiram, 
the Sons of Eltab, Head: of Families, in the Tribe 
of Reuben, thought both the Civil Power, and (if 
that muſt be transferred, from the fr/t-born, to one 
Tribe) the Prieſthood alſo was.due to them, be- 
ing Eldeſt Brethren of the Eldeſt Tribe, Korah, 
an eminent man amongſt the Levites, was offend. 
ed, that the Hrgh-Prieft's Office went befide him, 
and was ſettled upon Aaron,and his Poſterity. 

Theſe were their ſecret grzefs; for a redreſs 
whereof they make a party in the Par/tament,they 
gain to them two hundred and fifty men, famous 
ia the Parliament, men of renown; and, in order- 
to their ambitious Defigns, they remonſtrate againſt 
Moſer, Verſe 1 3. #nd their Declaration was this 
Pretenſe, which we are upon ; that «ll the Congre.- 


gation TVIWN?) were Holy, and that Moſer, 


and Aarox had /ifted »þ themſelves above them ; 
that is, that their power was a contrivance of them. 
{elves, not an Ordinance of God; that, notwith. 
ſtanding what Ged had done to /etle the Crvil,and 
Eccleſaflical power, it remained ftill in the people, 
or their Repreſentatives aſſembled together. Now 
the Scripture tells us, that, fince the world 
began, God was never more highly provoked, 
then upon this occaſion 3 when h beard this , 
he was wrath, and greatly abhorred them ; he in- 

vented 

f 


—w—_—_ = fi. AL 


| of Lawfull Powers. 


| endeayour hath been to vindicate Relipion from 
the charges of unbelieving Politictans,and indeed 
to ſhew,that it is not a Spirit of carnal Compliance, 
but the true, and genuine Spirit of Chriſt:anity, 
which runs thorough the Defrine,and Government 
of the Charch of England. After what hath been 

: ſpoken, I hope, I may preſame' to ſay with the 

; Apoſtle, (ce) Do we now make void the Laws throuph 
Faith? yea, we eſtabliſh the Laws. 

We have ſeen the Chriſtian Theory ; doth the 
Philoſophical Theory provide better for the ſafety 
of Princes, and the effablifhment of Government *? 

Ic tells us in effe, that Mipht is Rrght ; that 
every thing is juff,or unjuſt; geed,or evil according 
to the pleaſure of the prevailing Force , whom 
we are to obey till a fronger then he cometh, or 

| we be able to go thorowgh with refiſtance. 
Mm s That, in —_— to this life, 0bedzence is a 


remain for us no Concernment-s. 
How /framineons is this Theory compared with 


Let every Soul be ſubjeft to the higher Powers, &c ? 
That this is the genuine Chriſtian Theory, hath 
in ſome meaſure been demonſtrated ; ſo that 
indeed it may be wondered from whence theſe 
Prejudices have ariſen. | 
F 2 But 


(e) Rom, iii. 
31. 


matter of Wit, and Pradence, and after life there 


the Chriſtian Theory, which ſpeaks in this wiſe, | 


— = — 
vented a new thing in the world for their ſakes ; - 
| for the (d) Earth opened, and ſwallowed up (0) New, xvi. 
> ll Dathan, and covered the Congregation of 
Abitam, 


I have now done with theſe Pretenſes, and my Application. 
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Againſt reſiſtance 


But alaſs 1 that my head were Water: ! They 

have one grend 0bjeRion, to which having ſpoken 
I ſhall conc/ude. 
” If this be the Doftrine of Chriſtianity, how 
comes.it to paſs, that thoſe, who pretend the 
bigheſt to Religion, and profeſs themſelves the 
ONELY, Cs (the Brgot, and Feſuited Roma- 
niſt ; the frighted, and tranſported Reformiſt) haye 
been authours of the moſt horrible Tres/on:s, and 
Rebellions ? 

Qn the one hand, what mean the Catholick 
Leagues? Onthe other, the So/emn League, and 
Covenant, forced upon Subjects, renztente Principe ? 

On one hand what means ( ſhall I ſay the /owing 
of the Oxen, or rather ) the roaring of the Bulls, 
the thundring of Excommunications, the abſolving 
Subjeas from their Allegiance, the atual Mur- 
thers of Princes, the Attempts for blowing up 
King, Lords, and Commens at oneclap> Whatis 
the meaning of the xoz/e of the. Bels, of the laps 
of Squibs, and Fire-werks, which we hear ? On 
the other hand what was the meaning of that 
black, and terrible D:ſpenſation, which will cauſe 
the ears of all Poſterity to tingle. 

It is but a little while fince the encrnted of the 
Lord, the bolieſt, the wiſeſt; the beſt of Kings, was 
taken in the ſzares of men pretending to Keform- 
ation, and ſacrificed to the fury of men poſſe. 
ed by an evil Spirit from the Lord. He was 
offered as a Lamb, that is dumb, or rather like the 
Lamb . of God, to the rage of wilde. fanatical En- 


thuſiaſts, 
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It is buta very little while, fiuce the L amenta- 
tion of Feremy was in the mouth of all the faith. 
in the Land, | 
(f) Our King, and our Princes were among ſt the &) Em. ii.g 
Gentiles ( eoveked to ſerve other Gods) the Law 
was no more, the Prophets alſo received no viſion 
from the Lord, And all theſe things were brought 
to paſs by men pretending wonders in Religion. 

And they would know the reaſon of all theſe 
Diſpenſations, But who art thou, O man ! who 
prelſe(t into the /ecrer of God's Pavilion? How 
Ls unſearchable are his Judgments, and his ways paſt 

finding out , [uch knowledge us too wonderfull, we can- 
not attain unto it. | 
It may be, theſe things have been done, that 


the Sayings of our Saviour might be fulfilled,(g) (8/2. | 
It cannot be but offences will come,but wo be to th Uh) that: 


whom they come ; and, (h) 1t were better,that a mil. Verie 6. 
ſtone, &C, | 

It-may be, the Gunpowder-Tree/ou was permit- 
ted to be deſigned, that the diſappointment 
'l might be had in everlaſting remembrance, and 
"= celebrated, as it is this day : (i) Son of man,write (i) Ext. 
the name of the day, even of this ſame day: the" © 
King of Babylon ſet bimſelf againſt Jeruſalem this 
ſame day. | 
| It may be, God ſuffered the late Rebellionto 
prevail, that he might not /zeve himſelf without 
witnefi, but ſhew forth his wonders in our days, in 
the mirecwous reſtitution of our gracious Sovereign, 
and the Church. If he had not been drives out, 


how could he have been reffored > not by might, 
; nor 


__ *- + —_ 


»,. > _—_—_—— 


lt. dt att 1 


A Es 


Againſt refiſtence 


nor by power, but by the Spirzs of our God. 

It may be, this was done, that we might ſay 
no more, The Lord liveth, which delivered us from 
the Treaſon of pretended Catbolicks: but The Lord 
liveth, which hath de/tvered us from the T 
and bleody rage of the wild Fanatical Enchufafts, 


Surely, all theſe things bave been permitted, 
that the Szone, which the Builders refuſed, might be 
made tried, and precious, and that his P etience, 
his Pzety, his Cenſtancy in Religion, his Chriſtian 
Magnanimity being manifeſt to all the World, 
by the impatient defire of all Natrons, he might 
become the head of the Corner. 


Surely , theſe my were ſuffered, that the 
Faith, and Patience, and Loyalty of the Church of 
England might be made bright and gloriows by 
the-Flames of Perſecution: and that in the day, 
when God ſhall have given our moſt Gracious 
Sovereign the hearts, or necks of all his Enemies, it 
may not repent him of the Kinane/s he hath 
ſhewn to Religion, and Government, in liftin 
out of the auf the deſpiſed Head of that onely 
Church,(for ought I know)which makes Obedzence 
without baſe reftritions, and limitations, an Ar- 
ticle of its Religion. | 


Laſtly, theſe things, it may berhave been per- 
mitted, that by the Triumph of this day, and by 
the vengeance lately executed in the fight of this 
Sun, the Atheiftical world might be gpm 
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that the Powers, that be, are ordained of God, and 
that, though the wicked do evil an hundred times, 
and God prolong their days; yet Vengeance is his,and 
he will repay it, and They, that reſt, ſhall recerve to 


them/elyes Damnation, 


FINIS. 


